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CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 2536 
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E.0. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, IS, FR 

SUBJECT: ALLON VISIT TO FRANCE 

1. IN APRIL 28 DISCUSSION WITH MFA OFFICIAL (SHAMIR) 

ABOUT ALLON'S VISIT TO FRANCE, IT WAS CLEAR THAT ISRAELIS DO NOT 
EXPECT VISIT TO BE OF GREATSUBSTANTIVE SIGNIFICANCE. ISRAELIS 
DO NOT BELEIVE THEY CAN MOVE FRENCH AWAY FROM " PRO-ARAB" 

POSITION IN SHORT RUN. SHAMIR POINTED OUT THAT THERE ARE NO 
IMPORTANT PROBLEMS IN ISRAELI -FRENCH BILATERAL RELATIONS AND 
MFA IS RF. ASON ABI ,YPT EASED WITH WAY EC-9 HANDLED AGREEMENT WITH 
ISRAEL. MAIN FOCUS OF OFFICIAL DISCUSSIONS,SHAMIR THOUGHT, 

WOULD REVOLVE AROUNDFRENCH SUGGESTIONS ABOUT THEIR OWN GENEVA 
ROLE AND POSSIBLE FRENCH PARTICIAPTION IN INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES 
OF ANY ULTIMATE SETTLEMENT(BOTH THEMES THAT DON'T AROUSE 
MUCH ENTHUSIASM HERE). 

2. THOUGH NOT EXPECTING TOO MUCH FROM FRENCH VISIT, ALTON 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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HAS MADE POINT TO US ON SEVERALOCCASIONS THAT MAJOR BENEFIT 
OF VISIT FROM ISRAELI POLICY POINT OF VIEW WILL COME FROM HIS 
MEDIA EXPOSURE AND MEETINGS WITH FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
INCLUDING, BUT NOTLIMITED TO THE FRENCH JEWISH COMMUNITY. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


ALLON BELEIVES THAT PUBLIC OPINION IN FRANCE, AS WELL AS IN 

OTHERWESTERN EUOPEAN COUNTRIES, IS HEAVILYPRO-ISRAEL 

AND HE OBVIOUSLYEXPECTS A' POPULAR'" SUCCESS RATHER THAN AN 

"OFFICIAL” SUCCESS. HE WITH THE HOPE THAT OVER A PERIOD OF 

TIME PRO-ISRAELI OPINION WILL HELP CHANGE THE ATTITUDES OF THE FRENCH 

(AND OTHER WESTERN EUROPEAN) GOVERNMENTS TOWARDS A MORE FAVORABLE 

POSITION FROM ISRAEL'S POINT OF VIEW. 

3. WE ARE IN NOPOSITION TO JUDGE WHETHER ALLON S HOPES HAVE 
SUBSTANCE OR ARE MERELY WISHFUL THINKING, ALTHOUGH WE ARE 
INCLINED TOWARD SKEPTICISM. 

WE WILL READ WITH PARTICULAR INTEREST EMBASSY PARIS' EVALUATION 
OF THE PUBLIC IMPACT OF THE VISIT. 

VELIOTES 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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